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Ton igh t ’s  p rogra m m e

• ‘The  In te rnsh ip  2023’ –Sam  Crick from  8billion ideas

• How to  support your studen t to  choose  a  un ive rsity and  
course  –Sarah  West, Studen t Recru itm ent and  Access, 
Unive rsity of Read ing

• Applying to  un ive rsity from  Esher Sixth  Form  College

• HE in the UK 2023

• Support we provide for students

• Q & A and  closing rem arks





Th e  cu r re n t  HE clim a t e

The number of 18 years olds 

in the UK is just starting to 

climb.



Th e  cu r re n t  HE clim a t e

• Num ber of 18 year o lds is increasing aga in

• Covid , CAGs and  TAGs skewed  the  m arke t sligh tly

• UCAS applica tions da ta  from  the  2022 cycle : 766,775 app lica tions in  

to ta l (up  2.4%); 563,175 were  accep ted  (up  0.2%)

• Com petition  for p laces a t top  un ive rsitie s will rem ain  as hard  as 

eve r

• It is still a  ve ry good  tim e  to  app ly to  un ive rsity!



Wh y Go  To  Un i?

• You en joy studying and  want to  con tinue!



How  t o  su p p or t  you r  s t u d e n t

Sarah West from the University of Reading



How  d oe s  Esh e r  SFC su p p or t  s t u d e n t s?

Create UCAS hub 

account and 

register 

Complete all 

personal details

Personal 

statement
Make 5 choices 

Get it checked 

by us

Pay £27 and 

submit

We add 

reference and 

predicted grades

Application sent 

to UCAS by ESFC

See responses 

from universities

Choose 1 as firm 

and 1 as 

insurance

Confirm on 

results day
Start university! 



Cre a t e  UCAS h u b  a ccou n t  a n d  re gis t e r

• On Aft e r  Esh e r  Da y (27 June)

• Crea te  a  UCAS h u b  account

• Link app lica tion  to  ESFC with  a  b u zzw ord

• Com ple te  a ll p e r son a l d e t a ils  (ha rder than you think!)
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Personal statement

• Use  p e r son a l s t a t e m e n t  tool on  Unifrog

• Every dra ft saved  so  eve ry teache r and  tu tor can  see  it to  give  feedback

• 75-80% of sta tem ent needs to  be  focused  on  academ ic and  o the r skills, 

with evidence

• Su p e r -cu r r icu la r activitie s a re  on ly va luab le  if they provide  evid e n ce  o f 

sk ills

• Students will ge t input on  th is on  Aft e r  Esh e r  Da y

• Paren ts’ ta lk on line  the  evening be fore

• First pa rt of au tum n te rm  PDP is focused  on  PS



What do universities find out from the PS?

• Have  they chosen  the  r igh t  su b je ct for the  righ t reasons?

• Do they know what st u d yin g t h e  su b je ct actua lly involves?

• Do they have  rea l a ca d e m ic or voca t ion a l in t e re s t in  the  sub ject – evidence?

• Are  they m ot iva t e d  a n d  com m it t e d and  can  they study in d e p e n d e n t ly?

• Do they possess good  n u m e ra cy and  lit e ra cy skills?

• Do they possess re levant ‘so ft  sk ills ’ – team  work, leade rsh ip , re silience , 

p rob lem  solving e tc? (Work experience or The internship will provide excellent 

evidence for these.)



Be w a re !

Do not be tempted to 

‘buy’ a personal 

statement or use Chat 

GPT

Plagiarism and AI 

detection software will 

check for ‘template’ 

answers.



He lp  t o  ch oose

• 5 choices – excep t for m edicine  and  ve ts (4 +1)

• Ca n n o t change  your m ind  once  form  is subm itted

• Advice : 2 or 3 a sp ira t ion a l, 1 or 2 so lid and  1 sa fe

• If you  a re  ve ry asp ira tiona l you  m igh t be  d isappoin ted

• Hist o r ic e n t ry gra d e s  d a t a  can  be  ve ry use fu l

• Subjects and  institu tions va ry – research  is e sse n t ia l



UCAS His t o r ic e n t ry d a t a  t oo l – n e w  fo r  2024

Biomedical Sciences at Bath



Un ifrog – ou r  d e s t in a t ion s  p la t fo rm

• Un ifrog is our m ain  re search  tool 

• Unifrog was launched  to  students be fore  Christm as

• Unifrog paren t form  code : COJBpa rent s (only va lid for 90 days from 14/03/23)





















UCAS Hu b

• An inva luable  source  of in form ation , as we ll a s the  m e thod  by which  applica tions 
a re  m ade  



UCAS Hu b

• Lots of tools, a  b it like  Unifrog
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Re fe re n ce  – n e w  fo rm a t  



UCAS gra d e s

• We add  pred icted  grades (UCAS gra d e s)

• Based  on  a  varie ty of in form ation , bu t e specia lly 6.1 Form a l 
Exa m s

• UCAS grades re leased  on  studen t and  paren t porta l on  27 Ju n e

• Studen ts shou ld  app ly asp ira tiona lly bu t not stup id ly!



Wh a t  d o  t h e  u n ive r s it ie s  d o? 

• Som e t im e s add itiona l te sts, in te rviews, aud itions, portfo lios necessary

• Unis m ake  o ffe r s  or re je ct ion s  – ongoing un til May

• Offe rs - gra d e s or UCAS t a r iff p o in t s  

• St u d e n t s  d e cid e  w h ich  o ffe r s  t o  a cce p t  and  re ject the  o the rs – in  May

• Firm  offe r – top  /  best /  m ost asp ira tiona l

• In su ra n ce  offe r - usua lly lower or m ore  flexib le

• If 5 re je ct ion s   - UCAS Ext ra  from  February un til they rece ive  an  offe r from  
som ewhere



Wh a t  d o  t h e  u n ive r s it ie s  d o? 

• Ma rke t  p r in cip le  app lies – grade  offe rs re flect th is

• Published  e n t ry re q u ire m e n t  m ay be  d iffe ren t to  gra d e s  on  e n t ry 

• Modern  Languages a t Leeds: offe r ABB; on ly 42% of studen ts sta rting ga ined  
th is grade  or above  

• Maths a t Im peria l College , London: offe r A*A*A;  All studen ts m et or 
exceeded  th is (80% of studen ts had  A*A*A*!)

• Fash ion  Marke ting and  Com m s a t AUB: offe r 120 Ucas poin ts; 52% m et or 
exceeded  th is

• Use  UCAS h is t o r ic e n t ry gra d e s  d a t a  t oo l to  he lp



Con firm a t ion  a n d  Cle a r in g

• Resu lts issued  in  m id  Au gu st  when  offe rs a re  confirm ed

• If studen t m e e t s  firm  offe r they go to  the ir firm  ch o ice  un ive rsity

• If studen t m isse s firm  offe r bu t m e e t s  con d it ion a l o ffe r  they go to  the ir 
in su ra n ce  ch o ice  un ive rsity

• If they m iss both , they a re  au tom atica lly in  Cle a r in g



Con firm a t ion  a n d  Cle a r in g

• Studen ts can  a lso  en te r Cle a r in g by re leasing them se lves

• Studen ts can  app ly ‘Dire ct  t o  cle a r in g’ on  resu lts day, if p laces ava ilab le

• Studen ts can  a lso  w it h d ra w  a n d  re -a p p ly the  fo llowing year for o the r 
courses or p laces

• Can’t hold  a  de fe rred  p lace  in  one  round  and  reapp ly for a  ‘be tte r ’ p lace  in  
the  next



Esh e r  Co lle ge  Da t e s  a n d  De a d lin e s

• All d e a d lin e s are  in  the  paren ts’ in form ation  shee t

• They m ay seem  early bu t…

• Lots of ch e ck in g of the  form  necessa ry

• Over 900 fo rm s sen t from  Esher in  last cycle

• Most  un ive rsitie s will accep t la te  form s bu t a re  not ob liged  
to  conside r them



Oxb r id ge  a p p lica t ion s

• Helen  Hum phreys - Oxbridge  coord ina tor

• Presen ta tion  on  app lying to  Oxbridge a t Higher Educa tion  Day next 
week

• En cou ra ge m e n t of poten tia l studen ts a lready taking p lace

• Online  and  in -pe rson  t a lks , con fe re n ce s  a n d  vis it s

• Op e n  Da ys  in  Ju ly

• Ea r ly d e a d lin e , te sts, in te rviews e tc

• Typica l GCSE profile  8 x gra d e s  8-9s

• Typica l A leve l offe r A*AA, t yp ica l a ch ie ve m e n t  A*A*A



Art  /  Ar t  Fou n d a t ion  Ap p lica t ion s

• Ja m e s Leonard  - Art Foundation  Coord ina tor

• Ind ividua l app lica tions to  e a ch art college  separa te ly

• Foundation  course  - a one  year d iagnostic p re -d e gre e course

• Separa te  system  to  UCAS and  studen ts m ay app ly to  both  

• No t u it ion  fe e s  for studen ts under 19 a t sta rt of course

• Por t fo lio progression  pa thway or crea tive  EPQ



Higher Education Day 2023 – Tuesday 21 March 

Period 4  (12.40) onwards

Afternoon - 4 sessions, rotating

Researching 

universities and 

courses and 

apprenticeships

Student life talk How to choose 

a university and 

course talk

Evening: 6.00 - 8.00 pm including further talks for parents and students

Morning: Introductory tutor session before lunch

Higher Education 

exhibition in Sports 

Hall and Drama studio



After Esher Day

Tuesday 27 June 2023

Mock assessment 

centre activities

Psychometric testing 

and competency 

questions

Interview and 

presentation 

techniques

Register with UCAS Master Class on 

Personal Statement

Motivational talks 

and careers advice 

from Esher College 

alumni

Using Unifrog 

to research 

options

Apprenticeship and Employment option

University option



An d  fin a lly………….

• Th u rsd a y 15 Au gu st  2024 – probab ly Resu lts Day

• Please  d on ’t  b e  a w a y on  holiday! 

• College  sta ff ava ilab le  on  the  Th u r sd a y a n d  Fr id a y for 
assistance  with  Clearing



He lp  is  a va ila b le !

• The  Paren ts’ In form ation  Shee t –uploaded  to  paren ts > events a rea  of College  
website  so  weblinks a re  active

• Persona l Sta tem ent Bookle t – buy ton igh t for £2 cash

• ‘Higher Educa tion’ and  ‘Afte r Eshe r ’ Days

• Tutors and  extensive  PDP program m e

• Progression  Guidance  Sta ff p rogression@esher.ac.uk

mailto:progression@esher.ac.uk


Qu e st ion s?



Th a n k  you !

Presen ta tion  and  in form ation  shee t will be  up loaded  to  the  College  website : 
Paren ts> Even ts > Higher Educa tion  Even ing.

Please  com e aga in  in  pe rson  next Tu e sd a y 21 Ma rch , 6-8p m  for High e r  
Ed u ca t ion fa ir and  exh ib ition , p lus m ore  ta lks 

Em ploym ent and  Appren ticesh ips even ing on line : Tu e sd a y 18 Ap r il, 6.00 pm

p rogre ss ion @e sh e r .a c.u k

mailto:progression@esher.ac.uk
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