
Narrowing down your Univers i ty choices

Pa u l  Dr ink wat e r



Things to consider…

Course
Career





Earnings for people aged 21-30
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Graduate Schemes
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https://www.theguardian.com/society/2023/mar/12/junior-doctors-paid-lower-hourly-rate-than-workers-to-get-at-pret

12th Mar 2023

Employability



Other unique opportunities

Study abroad in another country

Learn a language

Add a years work experience

Summer work placements

Volunteer



Things to consider…

Course

Career

What really interests you?



What are my strengths?

When involved in activities that play to your strengths: 

• You have a sense of energy and engagement

• You often lose your sense of time because you are so engrossed in the task

• You rapidly learn new information and approaches

• You show high levels of performance

• You want to do things that use your strengths even when you are tired or stressed.

Using your strengths focuses on doing more of what you are good at rather than 
what you are just capable of doing.



Interest & Ability

• What are the demands of the course

• Guided reading

• Essay Writing

• Coursework

• Group work

• Skills

GCSE
A Level

University

Skills 
Gap?
EPQ?
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Things to consider…

Course

Career

What really interests you?

What do I need to get on the course?
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Entry Requirements

• What are they ?

• Are they achievable?

• Are there any specific requirements ?

• Will they include the EPQ?

A-LEVEL
CCC

A-LEVEL
A*AA

(Including Maths A Level)



Things to consider…

Course

Career

What really interests you?

What do I need to get on the course?

Type of 
University Rankings, Reputation, Russell Group?

What is taught on the course
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Academic Ranking of World Universities

http://www.shanghairanking.com/index.html












15th November 2024
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4th November 2024

28th January 2025
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Ranked Changes 
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Ranked Changes 
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American Studies     3rd
 

Art & Design      9th
 

Sport Science      3rd
  

Social Work      3rd   

 



26A Guide to UK League Tables in Higher Education
https://www.hepi.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/HEPI-A-Guide-to-UK-League-Tables-in-Higher-Education-Report-101-EMBARGOED-4-JAN-2018.pdf
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CHEMISTRY
(2025)

  7th                      32nd 
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World Class Universities        2025

USA - 25
UK - 15

Australia - 9

Canada - 3

Switzerland - 2

Japan - 4

Hong Kong - 5

France - 4

Singapore - 2

South Korea - 5

Netherlands - 2

China - 5

Denmark - 1

New Zealand - 1

Latin America - 3

Sweden - 2

Taiwan - 1

Germany - 5

Source: QS World Rankings https://www.topuniversities.com/world-university-rankings

Russia - 1

Malaysia - 1

Belgium - 1
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World Class Universities

RG universities in the 
World Top 100
QS World University Ranking 2025

Cambridge

UCL

Imperial

Oxford

Edinburgh

Manchester

Kings

Bristol

Warwick

LSE
Birmingham

Glasgow

Durham

Southampton
Leeds

UK universities in the 
World Top 100
QS World University Ranking 2025
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Research intensive universities
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Research

Education Enterprise
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26th Jan 2025
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English on the Move
Poetic Language
The Act of the Essay
The Novel
Children's Literature
Rakes to Romantics
Brief Encounters: Writing Short Stories
Enlightened Fictions: Dreams, Nightmares and Ideas of Europe
From Black and White to Colour: A Screen History of Race, 
  Gender and Sexuality in Post –War Britain
Great Writers Steal: Creative Writing and Critical Thinking
German-Jewish Writing Across the Twentieth Century
Introduction to Nineteenth-Century British Literature
Minorities and Migrants: Exploring Multicultural Germany
Modern Drama since the Second World War
Queens, Devils and Players in Early Modern England
Sweatshops, Sex workers, and Asylum Seekers: World Literature 
  and Visual Culture after Globalisation
The Origins of Climate Crisis: Ecology in Victorian Literature
Utopias and Dystopias in Literature and Culture
Vienna and Berlin: Society, Politics and Culture

African Worlds
Aesthetics and the Philosophy of Art
Speech Acts
Animal Forms: poetry and the non-human
Creative Writing in Schools
Decolonising Modernity
Data Environmentalism
Fantasy Film and Fiction
Holocaust Literature
Images of Women
Inventing America
Just Data Futures
Language and the City
Love and Death in Africa's Cities
Literary Transformations
Moderns to Contemporaries
Puzzles about Art and Literature
Theory & Criticism
The Early Modern Body
The Life and Afterlife of the Vikings
World Dramas

Arthurian Worlds
Writing Queerness
Shakespeare Then and Now
Victorian Feelings
American Gothic
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Why did this war start?            How do I become a Product Designer

Why does this chemical react this way?          How do I become a Sports Physio?

Why How



Things to consider…

Course

Career

What really interests you?

What do I need to get on the course?

Type of 
University Rankings, Reputation, Russell Group?

What is taught on the course

Employability & Student Satisfaction
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Targeted by top employers
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19out of the top 20 Universities 

targeted by top employers are 

                                  
  in the Russell Group

Reputation with UK leading graduate employers

“These institutions have attracted the most top graduate employers for university careers fairs, on-campus employer presentations, university-
specific virtual events, careers service promotions and initiatives, and other locally-run publicity during 2022-2023”
https://www.highfliers.co.uk/download/2023/graduate_market/GMReport23.pdf



Things to consider…

Course

Career

What really interests you?

What do I need to get on the course?

Type of 
University Rankings, Reputation, Russell Group?

What is taught on the course

Employability & Student Satisfaction

Academic

Extra-curricular offer

Support, social life, location 

Student
Experience
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Other Factors to consider

• Facilities, equipment and accommodation

• How many hours of contact time, class sizes

• Student life, sports, services, students union

• Local area, transport links, distance from home

Open Day
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What to do next…
• Entry requirements

• Research course content and how it is taught

• How can you prepare for University?

  - EPQ, work experience, life skills!, Part time job.

• Become a competitive applicant

• Ask questions of institutions and visit them

• Make informed (and ambitious) choices



Good luck with your applications
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